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Nhirng ndm t6i con & trong trai tu COng San, cac con tdi — chdu I18n nhat chua day 6 tudi
lic tdi vao tu ndm 1975 - da trai qua tudi tho trong déi khat, khé nhoc. Gia dinh tdi may man
dudc G thanh phd Viing Tau, ngi su ha khac tudng d6i nhe hon nhitng viung khac. Thé nhung
vi 1a gia dinh cla quan nhadn VNCH dang bi tu “cai tao”, vg téi chdng thé tim dudc cong viéc
nao dé ki€m séng. Trong lic nha nudc CS thi hanh chinh sach cai tao cdng thuong - néi théng
ra la tiéu diét cdc thanh phan cong thuong tu nhan dé tap trung vé modt mdi qudc doanh hay
hgp tac xa, ngudi dan thudng chi con mot cach ki€m s6ng culi cung la budn chui ban Ién néu
khéng mudn phiéu luu rdi bé thanh phé kéo nhau vao nhitng khu “Kinh t€ méi” dé sau vai
nam lai trd vé thanh dan homeless ngay bén thém nha cli cia minh.

Chau I8n cua toi, ngbi xe dap chua véi tdi ban dap. Nhung tir nira dém, da phai nhiéu vong
dap xe tU nha ra B&i Sau chd nhitng bao ca vun vé cho vg t6i lam mam. Cac chdu nho hon thi
quay quan bén me dé€ lua ca, don dep cho dén gan sdng. Ban ngay, con dudc di hoc, cac chau
da phai chiu dung su phan biét doi xir cia thay c6 va cac ban hoc.

Nhitng ndm phong trao vugt bién ram rd, thinh thodng céc chau lai “bi” muc kich nhitng
Xac ngudi thoi rira, truong sinh tdp vao bg. Ho la mot s6 trong hang van thuyén nhan xau sé
boé minh trén bién khai vi sing dan cla céng an CS, vi nan hai téc Thai Lan va vi con cudng nd
cua thién nhién.

Khi dén Hoa Ky, cac chau la thé hé 1.5 cua ngudi Viét ti nan trén dat Hoa Ky. Cac chau
sém hoc va thuc thi quan diém tu do dan chu nhu bt cf cdng dan nao khac. Tuy khéng tham
gia vao cac sinh hoat cong dong, nhung cdm dn Trdi, cac chau khong chéch hudng nhin chung

cla cha anh vé cac van dé chinh tri xa hoi.

Trong khi dd, cac anh chi Brian Poan, Y Sa L&, Trdm L&, Lan Duong trong ban t6 chirc
Trién L&m VAALA va Kiéu Linh Valverde (thudc Khoa A Chau Hoc UC Davis), Linda V& (Khoa A
Chau Hoc UC Irvine) cling tu nhan minh la thé hé 1.5 cua ngudi Viét Ti Nan tai California. Ho
tu’ nhan minh Fresh off the Boat (FOB) dé& xac minh ly lich ti nan Cdng San. Néu ding thé&, ho
la nhitng dra bé méay chuc ndm trudc may man thoat khéng bi bon hai tdc ndm chan quang
xudng bién trong khi me bj I{i thi vat thay nhau hdm hiép, cha thi bi chat ra tirng khic. Hoédc
nhu Bian Poan ma than phu Ia cuu Thi€u Td An Ninh Quan Ddi, thi chdc tudi tho clia anh cling
khong thoat khoi thdm canh nhu cac con toi.

Ngugdi Viét hai ngoai con nhd nhu in ti€ng kéu gao tu cac trai ti nan, ti€ng nan ni trong cac
phong phong van cua phai doan Hoa Ky; cha me cac anh chi cling da tim cach thuyét phuc

ngudi My rédng gia dinh ho tirng bi ap buc, day doa trong ch& dd CS nén phai ra di. Chang nhé



ngay nay, khi ch& dd Cong San van con nguyén ban chat doc tai, man trd, cac anh chi d& qua
do lugng va dé quén va vo on dén dd &p u nhirng bi€u tugng clia ké tan hai gia dinh minh mot
cach than thuong dén ndi thé hién ra trén tadc phdm ung y clia minh sao?

Chung tdi cang khéng thé ch&p nhén cach ly giai ctia quy anh chi.

C6 Tram Lé da& rat hon xugc khi néi réng Céng ddng VN dang trén da xudng ddc, thi€u dsi
thoai c6i md& va chap nhan chinh kién khac biét. "I felt the community was on this slippery
slope, that we were not progressing toward having open dialogue and being more tolerant of
different political viewpoints.” (Su hdn xudc nay dudgc lai thé hién khi cd phat biéu trong cudc
hop bao dugc ghi trong video clip phat trén Youtube).

C6 co trinh d9, ki€n thirc v& nghé thuét (gid sir nhu thé dua trén bang cdp va vai tro cua
cd trong VAALA), nhung tdi c6 thé ndi réng cd ngl quén (néu khéng mudn dung chlr u mé)
gilta cdng ddng dang ddu tranh chéng ché& dé ddc tai Cdng San. C6 thé nao nhitng nan nhén
Cong San lai cé thé cdi mé ddi thoai v3i dang Cong San va chdp nhén y hé CS?

Lan Duadng, phu ta gido su tai UC Riverside da nguy bién rédng |& cd do trong tranh cla
Brian Doan khdng phai la biéu tugng chinh tri ma Ia ndi 1én nhitng gi dang xay ra trong thé hé
tré bén Viét Nam. "The communist flag isn't used just as a political symbol, but of what is
going on in Vietnam and the kinds of modes of consumption that marks youth culture.”

Trong nhitng nam dau cac phan khoa ky su, sinh vién phai vai I8p vé Khoa hoc xa hoi va
ngay ca Nghé thuat dé tu trang bi cho minh kién thlrc cdn ban trong cudc sdng trudc khi trd
thanh chuyén vién khoa hoc k¥ thuét. Toi khéng ré cac vi cd6 bang MA, BA dang dam nhiém
nhitng chlc vu phu ta Gido su, Giam db6c nhu cac c6 Lan Duong, c6 Tram L&, co Linda Vo... cé
tirng hoc khoa hoc xa hoi khong? Nhung cach ly giai cua cac c6 chirng té hoac tri thirc va tam
nhin cac c6 qua thap - thua xa ngudi phu xich 16 hay ngudi thg cay binh thudng bén Viét Nam
xa |&m - hodc vi bi qua, nén cac cd ndi bira va hdn 1do xem ngudi nghe nhu ddm tré con.

C6 Linda Vo (Gidm ddc Khoa A Chau Hoc tai UC Irvine, ddng thdi trong Hoi dong C6 van
H6i Nghé Thuét) lai coi rang cudc trién 13m nhu mét cach th& nghiém coi liéu Ngudi Viét hai
ngoai cé chdp nhan quyén tu do phat bi€u chua hay phai chd thém 10 ndm nifa? "It has been
difficult for the Vietnamese community to express their experiences.. The war and what
happened afterward, of being refugees and having to restart their lives, left scars that have
never been dealt with. None of us know if the community is ready for this now, or if it will
take another 10 years.”

Céach thir nghiém kiéu nay th&y cr mdi ndm lai xay ra mot 1an (vu bang Thuy Nga Paris 40,
vu Tran Trudng, vu bai tha clia thdy boi Nhan Quang, cdi chau rira chan cua Huynh Thuay
Chau, vu cd dé & UT/Arlington, vu Tim Rebeaud...). Cau tra Idi da rd rang qua hang tram bai
phan d&i cling nhu su hudng U'ng ctia hang van ngudi khac trén dién dan hay trong cac cudc

bi€éu tinh. Chung t6i khdng hoc théi chup mii clia VC khi chua cé bang cd cu thé cac anh chi



lam tay sai cho Céng San. Nhung c tam coi réng cac hanh vi ngdng nghénh, hdm minh, xuan
ngdc, chua du trudng thanh chinh tri nay d& xic pham sau sac dén cong déng ti nan, va vd
tinh lam Igi cho Cong san ma thai.

Cling tU nhitng IGi tuyén bg, giai thich trén, ching toi nhén ra rang vé mot phuong dién
khac, cdc anh chi hinh nhu chua hoan toan hi€u biét vé nghé thudt. Néu mudn néi dén nghé
thuat thuan tuy “Nghé thuét vi nghé thuat”, thi dé la nhirng bai thd, ban nhac, blc tranh phat
xuat tU tinh cam, nhan thdc con ngudi trudc thién nhién, tinh cam, hay cudc séng binh
thudng; c6 thé cé hay khdng cé chl dich. Nhung khi & dem vao dé mét biéu tugng chinh tri,
thi nghé thuéat da tréd nén vi nhan sinh, dang han vi chinh tri; vi né phuc vu muc dich tuyén
truyén - ing hé hay da kich mot y hé, mot ché dd, chinh sach. Chinh cac hoa si cé tranh trién
Iam cling da gidi thich y nghia chinh tri cua tranh ho, nhung giai thich mét cach ngudc ngao,
hoan toan trai han vdi chl y cia tranh. Xa han, nhitng bldc tranh ma can phai giai thich thi du
noi lén trinh d6 thap kém clia ngudi sang tac!

Cac thanh vién trong VAALA va ngudi yém trg cho ho thi néu ra quyén tu do phat biéu.
Cac anh chj tudng réang cé dudc cac cdp bang MA, MS |a cac anh chj hiéu biét v& chinh tri hon
cha anh minh chdng? Ldm to! Su hi€u biét vé chinh tri x8 hdi khdng hoan toan dua vao trinh
do, ma la kinh nghiém séng. Tu do nao cling c6 gidi han cua chung trong khéng gian va thdi
gian. Hinh luat, dan luat la nhirng van ban gidi han tu do con ngugi. Gido ly, dao duc ciling gidi
han tu do con ngudi. C6 nhiéu viéc Iam 13 toi 16i theo tiéu chudn dao dlc ma khdng 13 tdi &c
theo tiéu chudn phap luét, va ngudc lai. Chang téi thach cic anh chi si dung quyén tu do
phat biéu bang cach dem ra dudng phd trung bay mét birc anh mét cd gai ngdi dang hai chan
dé 16 hét nhitng gi kin ddo! Hay vé dia thit heo dem phé bién tai mot thanh dudng Hbi Gido.
Tu do phat biéu ddy, thi lam di?

Dan chu tu do khéng nudc nao bang Hoa Ky. Vay ma trong thdi Chién tranh lanh, Hoa Ky
cling dat dang Cong San ra ngoai phap luat. Hién nay, nhithg ngudi tuyén thé nhéap tich Hoa
Ky van con phai xac nhan 1a khdng dinh liu d&n Cong San du réng d6i luc Lién X6 da tan ra.

DPung thé, trong cdng dong ngudi Viét van con nhitng didu cd&m ky (Taboo, nhu cac anh chi
VAALA nhac dén). Vi tu thén, tu tén goi, Cong déng VN tai hai ngoai bao gém tuyét dai da s6
nhirng ngudi ly huang vi bi dan ap, ngudc dadi trong ché do CS. Diéu nay dudc nhac dén hang
triéu Ian trén bao chi, dién dan, trong cudc s6ng hang ngay cua ching ta.

R&t dé hiéu ma quy anh chi c6 tinh 1am bd khdéng hiéu. Cac anh chi cé thé 18n 1&n, cb suy
nghi riéng tu doc 1ap cia minh ma yéu thich ché d6 Céng san la quyén cla cac anh chi. Chung
toi xin ton trong su luva chon d6. Nhung chung toi cé quyén bay té that vong vé su phan boi ly
lich cia minh, boi nho su hy sinh cia cha anh minh. Chang t6i that vong vi trong khi nhirng

ngudi tré khac dang tham gia vao cac sinh hoat cong déng, vao phong trao dau tranh cho qué



huong; thi cé moét bd phéan tu cho la con chau thuyén nhan lai chdng quén tham kich cua
chinh gia dinh ho dé nhan thu Iam ban. Chlng tdi goi day la su phan bdt ddng nguyén raa.
ft nhat thi sau vu nay, ching ta biét thém dudc vai ké bdi phan.
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