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From left: Lan Duong, Ysa Le, Tram Le, Thu-Huong Nguyén-Vo, and Jenni Trang Le at the press
conference on F.O.B. II: Art Speaks (courtesy OC Register)

January 17, 2009

Press Release

Thank you all for coming to the F.O.B. Il press conference.

Thank you to the artists who were involved in the exhibition.

We want to restate how there is such a vibrant community of artists represented here not only in the
exhibition but also in the community. It is unfortunate that they were not always recognized within the
media within the last week.

Most expressly, we would like to celebrate their work with this press conference. There were 50+ works
total within this exhibition. These incredible works deal with the refugee experiences and their harrowing

journeys from Viet Nam to the U.S. They all raised provocative questions about sexuality, youth culture,
democracy, human rights and racism in a post-9/11 context.
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Secondly, we would like to restate that our main objective for this exhibit was to enable different
understandings of art and the political. And we believe we achieved the following goals in initiating
dialogue and exposing the community to different ways of seeing art. We wanted to bring together a
community of artists and promote diverse voices in the community. They truly cross the boundaries of age,
genre, sexual orientations, and political beliefs.

We did not want any entity, and especially the Viethamese government, to co-opt our objectives in
promoting their own political agendas.

From the beginning, we have advocated for the right of artists to express themselves. To the end, we
believe we have been successful in opening dialogue within community but also for the community of artist
to whom we are also trying to speak. This exhibit shows that we are a composite of many communities,
and not just one. We are a stronger community because of our diversity and not in spite of it.

As a result, we would like to reiterate that we do respect and honor the traumatic stories of those who
fought in the war, those who escaped from communism, and those who experienced re-education camps.

We empathize with your pain for we and our families are part of this traumatic history as well.

We sincerely believe that the protestors are political activists within the community. We believe that this
form of political activism establishes a political voice for the Vietnamese American community within
American politics and powerfully demonstrates to the Viethamese government that we have not forgotten.
This is why the portion of the exhibit deals with the dissident voices in Viet Nam. We featured the censored
and banned works of artist and writers who have no freedom of expression and voice in Viet Nam. We
thought that as a community here, we could be better than that.

We provided as much context and historical background in the catalogue, each description of the rooms,
multiple interviews that we provided, commentaries on the VAALA website, the curators’ statement. In the
last months of the exhibit especially, we have worked very hard to appropriately frame the Black Room —
with the community in mind.

At the same time, we realize that there would be protests against us. If these community members are
political activists who must have a voice because the Viethamese regime or a dominant culture will not
allow them to have one, we as co-curators and arts advocates must also have a voice. This is why, in the
end, we say that “art must speak” during times of political turmoil.

And so, we are closing down as of today. We recognize that there is a lot of pain in the community and we
are cognizant of how this has been a painful process for all of the community as well as for us.

Ultimately, we have achieved our goals and feel accomplished for facilitating as much dialogue as possible
in having this exhibit. We would like to say that it has truly been a celebration of art.

THE ARTISTS

F.O.B. Il: Art Speaks [Nghe Thuat Len Tieng] has proudly presented the works by the following artists:
Alex Chinh Nguyen, Ann Phong, Binh Danh, Brian Doan, Chau Thuy Huynh, Dao Hai Trieu, Debbie
Nguyen, Demon Slayer Family (Dan Duy Nguyen + Mailan Thi Pham), Do Le Anhdao, Hiep Nguyen, Hong-
An Truong, Jenni Trang Le, Kiep Nao Co Yeu Nhau Musical by Duy Tam, Lan Hoang Vu, Lan Tran, Le T.
Que Huong, Llouquet Sandrine, Long Nguyen, Long T. Bui, Ngoc Vo Arps, Nguyen Huy Loc, Nguyen Khai,
Nguyen Quoc Thanh, Nguyen Trong Khoi, Nguyen Viet Hung, Nhan Duc Nguyen, Saigon 1, Steven Toly,
Taylur Thu Hien Ngo, Tran Tien Dung, Truong Chinh Ngoc, Tuan Kien Nguyen, UuDam Tran Nguyen, Vi
Ly, Viet Le, Vuong Van Thao, YLW (Young Leading Women), "and more...

Press Release

Xin c&m on cac co quan truyén thdng da dén dw budi hop bao cta cudc trién 1am F.O.B. |l ngay hém nay.
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Cam on cac nghé si da tham dw cudc trién l1am.

Chung t6i xin nhac lai mot diéu la ching ta c6 mét cong dong nghé sT s6i ndi manh mé, khéng chi trong
cudc trién 1am nay ma con ¢ trong cdng dong rong Ion hon. Mot dieu khdng may la ho dé khong dugc ndi
t&i nhiéu trén bao chi truyén théng vao tuan qua.

Trwéc hét, chung t6i xin dwoc tan dwong nhivng tdc phdm ctia cac nghé st véi budi hop bao nay. C6 hon
50 tac pham trong cudc trién 13m. Nhirng tac pham ndi vé dé tai ngwdi ty nan va nhirng hanh trinh dau
dén tir Viet Nam dén My. Nhirng tac pham nay da goi ra nhirng cau hdi vé duc tinh, van hoéa tudi tré, dan
chd, nhan quyén va ky thi trong mét khung canh hau 9/11.

Thtr nhi, chung t6i xin nhéc lai rdng muc dich chinh ctia cudc trién [am _nay la trinh bay nhirng sy thdng
cam, hiéu biét khac nhau vé nghe thuat va chinh tri. Va chung t6i tin rang chung t6i da dat dwoc nhung
muc dich nhw m& ra nhivng cudc hoi thoai va trinh bay dén cong ddng nhiéu cach nhin khac nhau vé nghé
thuat. Chung t6i muon dem lai mét cong ddng nghé si va cb dong cho nhirng tiéng noi da nguyén trong
cong dong. Nhirng nghé si da thwc sw vwrot ra ngoai bién gi¢i clia tudi tac, gidi tinh, khuynh hwéng tinh
duc, va nhirng tin twéng chinh tri.

Chung t6i khéng mudn bat cir thuc thé nao, nhét la nha cdm quyén Viét Nam, bam vao nhitng muc dich
clia chung toi dé tuyén truyén cho chinh ho.

Ngay tir dau, chiing t6i da Ging hd quyén tw do sang tac clia cac van nghé si. Cudi cuing, ching téi tin rang
chung t6i d&@ ma ra dwgc nhirng cudc héi thoai trong cong dong va cac nghé si. Cudc trién 1am nay cho
thay chung ta la sy két hgp clia nhieu cong dong, chr khéng phai mét. Chung ta la mét cdng dong manh
hon vi ching ta mang tw twédng da nguyén.

Chung t6i xin dwoc nhéc lai la chung t6i ton trong va vinh danh nhirng kinh nghiém dau thwwong cda nhirng
nguw&i linh da chién dau, nhirng nguwoi da vwot thoat khdi cong san, va nhirng ngwdi da trai qua trai tu cai
tao.

Chung t6i théng cam vaéi ndi dau ciia moi ngwdi vi ching téi va gia dinh chung t6i cling ¢ nhirng lich st
thwong dau.

Chung t6i chan thanh tin rdng nhixng nguei biéu tinh & nhirvng ngwdi thic day sinh hoat chinh tri trong
cong ddng. Chung t6i tin rdng nhirng sinh hoat chinh tri nay da dat nén mong cho tiéng néi ctia ngudi My
goc Viét trong chinh trwong Hoa Ky va cho nha cam quyen Viét Nam thay rang chung ta khéng bi lang
quén. Do ciing 13 tai sao mét phan cla cudc trién 1am bao gdm nhirng tiéng néi phan khang tir Viét Nam.
Chung t6i da trinh bay nhirng tac pham bi cAm phé bién trong nwéc. Nhivng nghé si nay khéng cé tw do
biéu 16 va tiéng néi trong nwéc.

Chung t6i d3 cb gang trinh bay vé nhirng bbi canh va y nghia cac tac pham trong cudn ky yéu, trong tAm
bang dé trwdc mdi phong trién 1am, trong rat nhiéu cac cuoc phong van trén bao chi, trén dai, trong cac bai
viét trén trang web VAALA, trong I&i mé& dau cla giam tuyén. Vi cong ddng, chiing toi da hét strc [am
nhirng viéc nay chi d& d&t Phong Den vao bdi canh cliia n6 [dé dwa ra nhitng van dé kiém duyét/ty kiém
duyét].

Tuy nhién, néu cac nha hoat ddng trong cdng ddng cho rang can cé tiéng ndi vi ché do tai Viét Nam hay
nén van héa dong chinh Hoa Ky khéng cho phép ho néi, thi ching t6i, nhitng ngudi giam tuyén va ang ho
nghé thuat cling phai cé tiéng noi. Chinh vi vy ma ching t6i cho rang “nghé thuat phai Ién tiéng” trong thoi
budi chinh trj x6n xao nay.

Vi bi gi¢i han trong luat clia thanh phd, ching t6i phai dong cudc trién 1am nay sém. Dong thoi, ching toi

cling théng cam voi cong déng,. Vi vay, ké tir hdm nay cudc t(ién I&m s& dong ctra. Chung t6i nhan ra rang
cbng dong c6 nhirng nbi dau rat I&n va chung téi nhan thirc rang qua trinh nay da rat dau budn cho cong

http://www.vaala.org/090118-FOBII-Press-Release.php 01/23/2009



VAALA - Vietnamese American Arts & Letters Association Page 4 of 4

déng ciing nhw cho ching téi.

Cudi cung, ching t6i da dat dwoc muc tiéu 1a khuyén khich dbi thoai trong cong déng qua cudc trién 1am
nay.

CAC NGHE sIi

F.O.B. Il: Art Speaks [Nghe Thuat Len Tieng] da han hanh gi¢i thiéu tdc phdm clia cac nghé si sau day:
Alex Chinh Nguyen, Ann Phong, Binh Danh, Brian Doan, Chau Thuy Huynh, Dao Hai Trieu, Debbie
Nguyen, Demon Slayer Family (Dan Duy Nguyen + Mailan Thi Pham), Do Le Anhdao, Hiep Nguyen, Hong-
An Truong, Jenni Trang Le, Kiep Nao Co Yeu Nhau Musical by Duy Tam, Lan Hoang Vu, Lan Tran, Le T.
Que Huong, Llouquet Sandrine, Long Nguyen, Long T. Bui, Ngoc Vo Arps, Nguyen Huy Loc, Nguyen Khai,
Nguyen Quoc Thanh, Nguyen Trong Khoi, Nguyen Viet Hung, Nhan Duc Nguyen, Saigon 1, Steven Toly,
Taylur Thu Hien Ngo, Tran Tien Dung, Truong Chinh Ngoc, Tuan Kien Nguyen, UuDam Tran Nguyen, Vi
Ly, Viet Le, Vuong Van Thao, YLW (Young Leading Women)...

. P —
Co-Curator Lan Duong (photo by Jenni Trang Le)
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